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COMPUTER INTERACTIVE RESISTANCE |
SIMULATOR (CIRS)

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention described herein was made in the
course of or under Contract AT(29-1)-1183 with the
U.S. Atomic Energy Commission.

This invention relates to an electric resistance simu-
lator and more particularly to a system for simulating
the addition or subtraction of desired resistance values
to and from an electric circuit from a remote location.

There are many instances where it is necessary to
obtain information regarding some phenomenon oc-
curring at a remote location. Frequently the phenome-
non is observed by a detector-transducer which in con-
junction with associated electrical circuitry translates
some effect of the observed phenomenon into electri-
cal signals which are in turn transmitted to a location
where the signal is recorded and processed into mean-
ingful data. ’

Generally, the response of detectors and the circuits
utilized with them varies with the time, temperature
and other changes to the environment in which the
circuit is utilized. Accordingly, in order for the data
obtained to accurately represent the phenomenon ob-
served it is necessary that the detector circuit be cali-
brated prior to its use in the aquisition of the data.

Calibration of detector circuits is generally accom-
plished by individually putting a number of resistances
of known values into the circuit and recording the
response of the circuit with each such resistance value.
This is usually accomplished by physically inserting
subtracted resistances into the detector circuit. When
the phenomenon to be observed is truly remote from
the data recording station it requires at least two tech-
nicians, one at the remote location and one at the re-
cording location, and a communication system be-
tween them. While this is inconvenient and cumber-
some at best, it can be particularly troublesome in
instances where the event to be observed does not
occur at a set or anticipated time and/or the environ-
ment in which the circuit is used is subject to changes
which significantly affect the response of the circuit.
Moreover, resistance values can not be substracted
from the circuit. The inability to subtract resistance
values is particularly troublesome when the detector to
be used is of the type which decreases in resistance
value when excited by a stimulus.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Therefore, it is an object of this invention to provide
a resistance simulator circuit. It is a further object of
the invention to provide a resistance simulator circuit
which permits accurate resistance values, of either
positive or negative value, to be added into a circuit
from a location remote therefrom. It is also an object of
the invention to provide the capability for sensing the
deviation in resistance value of a circuit from calibra-
tion values and inserting resistance values into the cir-
cuit to compensate for these deviations.

Briefly stated, the above indicated and additional
objects and advantages are achieved by a combination
of electric circuit components including a first ampli-
fier which provides an output voltage equal to a con-
stant times the unknown current in the detector circuit,
a multiplier which receives the output of the first ampli-

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

fier as a first. input and a second input of a selected
value to provide an output which is the product of the
selected value, a constant and the unknown current,
and a second amplifier which receives the output of the
multiplier as a first input and an error correction volt-
age as a second input to provide an output voltage
equal to the product of a constant, the selected input
into the multiplier and the unknown current.

Since of the factors making up the output voltage, the
only unknown is the current, the output voltage is
equivalent to the unknown current times a resistance,
the value of which can be controlled by the selection of
values for the second input to the multiplier. Since the
value selected as the second input to the multiplier can
be either negative or positive, a selected, simulated
resistance value can be either added to or subtracted
from the circuit of interest.

The addition of an error memory device permits drift
errors in the detection circuit to be automatically ze-
roed out. This is accomplished by making the selected
input into the multiplier zero, storing the output from
the combination with that selected zero input and in-
serting it into the second amplifier as an error signal
when the detector circuit is in operation.

The above mentioned and additional objects and
advantages of the invention as well as further under-
standing of the invention will appear after consider-
ation of the following description of a preferred em-
bodiment in conjunction with the accompanying draw-
ings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate the use of the invention in
two similar, typical circuits, and

FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram of a preferred embodiment
of the invention.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Prior to embarking on a description of the resistance
simulator according to the invention, which is shown in
detail in FIG. 3, a brief look at two typical detector
circuits shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 may be of some benefit.
Identical components in the figures are identified by
the same reference character or letter. Both of the
circuits 10 and 10’ employ a detector transducer 11 in
a bridge circuit. In FIG. 2 the bridge includes resistors
12, 14 and 16 with a constant voltage from source 18
applied thereacross whereas in FIG. 1 it includes resis-
tor 12 and constant current sources 19 and 20. Imbal-
ances in the bridge circuits of FIGS. 1 and 2 due to the
effect of some phenomenon on respective detectors 11
are sensed and amplified by amplifier A and the output
21 of amplifier A is utilized as an analog of the particu-
lar effect sensed by detectors 11. Those familiar with
the detector circuitry art will appreciate that various
components of circuits 10 and 10’ can be physically
positioned some distance away from other compo-
nents.

Calibration of the circuits 10 and 10’ of FIGS. 1 and
2 has heretofore generally been accomplished by physi-
cally inserting a number of resistances of known value
in that leg of the bridge containing detector 11 between
junctions 24 and 25 and recording the response of the
circuit with each. However, the connection of detector
11 into the bridge circuit through resistance simulator
30 - shown in block form on FIGS. 1 and 2 and in
schematic detail in FIG. 3 - permits detector circuits 10
and 10’ to be calibrated from a remote location and
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provides other advantages as will be presently de-
scribed.

The individual components makmg up the preferred
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 3 of the resistance sim-
ulator 30 according to the invention will now be de-
scribed in conjunction with the function each performs
in accomplishing the desired result. As shown in each
figure of the drawing, resistance simulator 30 is con-
nected across points 24 and 25 to complete the bridge
of a detector circuit such as 10 or 10'. It will be appre-
ciated as the description proceeds that the actual physi-
cal location ‘of some of the components making up
simulator 30 will be remote from others in the usual
application thereof. As will be seen, the effect of simu-
lator-30 in the detector circuit is analagous to the inser-
tion of an apparent resistance, R,, of constant, prese-
lected value between points 24 and 25, the value of R,
being determined by the following.

Current I in the leg of the bridge including detector
11 flows through resistance R thereby developing a
voltage drop -E, = I'R- across the inputs of D.C. ampli-
fier B. The output voltage of amplifier B at 34 is equiva-
lent to a constant K, times the current I, the value of K,
being the product of the value of resistance R times the
amplification factor B of amplifier B.

The output 34 of amplifier B, i.e. K I, is fed into
multiplier 32 as a first input thereto. The second input
into multiplier 32 is a preselected input designated f(E)
from'source 37. Output 39 of multiplier 32 is therefore
the product of the two inputs thereto, K,J:A(E).

In the preferred arrangement multiplier 32 would be
of the multiplying DAC (digital to analog converter)
type, source 37 would be a digital computer and inputs
36, 36', 36"’ etc. would be a series of discrete digital
inputs'which would be converted to analog by the mul-
tiplying DAC. It will be appreciated that while source
37 provides the input f(E) utilized in the resistance
simulator, a digital computer utilized as source 37
would ordinarily be physically located some distance
from the remainder of the circuit and that the provision
of the input f(E) for resistance simulator 30 would be
merely one of many possible functions of the digital
computer.

Output 39 of multplier 32 is connected as the first
input 41 of D.C. amplifier C. As shown, amplifier C is
connécted in the differentiating mode, the output
therefrom appearing across junctions 45 and 47. If the
second input 42 to amplifier C had a zero value at this
point, the output of the device across points 24 and 25
would be K,If(E)C + IR. However, by sensing the volt-
age between points 45 and 46 and utilizing it as the
input to amplifier 51, the second input 42 to amplifier
C becomes equal to K,IR. Accordingly, the output of
the device across points 24 and 25 is actually K,If(E)C-
-+HR-K,IRC. By selecting the values of K, and C so that
their product is one, the output of the device becomes
K\(If(E)C.

Therefore, it can be seen that the output of the de-
vice is equivalent to the unknown current I times an
apparent resistance the value of which is equal to the
product of the resistance R, amplification factor B,
amplification factor C and the input f(E). Accordingly,
the value of apparent resistance R ; can be manipulated
to any desired value by the manipulation of f(E). Since
the value of R, is independent of I, the device can be
utilized with either the constant current sources of FIG.
1 or the constant voltage source of FIG. 2. Moreover,
the ability of amplifier C to swing either negative or
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positive permits a negative resistance to be simulated
by the appropriate manipulation of f(E). Since resis--
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detector circuitry, it floats with the voltage that is in-
duced across detector 11 at any particular time.

The addition of error memory device 52, amplifier 53
and the sensing of voltage Vg across points 46 and 47
makes it possible to automatically compensate for er-
rors that may develop in the system. This is accom-
plished in the following manner.

Input f(E) is set to zero. With f(E) at zero, voltage Vg
sensed across points 45 and 47 represents the total
error in the circuit. That error is amplified by ampilifier
53 10 provide an output K,V at 54 which is digitized
and stored by error memory circuit 52. The K,V input
to error memory 52 is' then converted to a stored ana-
log signal. Inputting f(E), i.e., digita! inputs 36, 36/,
36'' etc. into error memory 52 allows the error memory
to be loaded with K,V only when input f(E) is zero.
The K,V value is combined through summation point
56 with the input from amplifier 51 as input 42 to am-
plifier C. Accordingly, the output of the device with the
S(E) input set at zero will be VgHR-(K,IRCHK,VgC).
Since K, and C are reciprocals, that output would be
zero and detector circuits 10 (and 10') would respond
to a sensed stimulus as though no error were present
therein.

Connector blocks 61, 62, 63 and 64 permit the resis-
tance simulator to be positioned at a location remote
from detector 11 and remote from digital computer 37.

The capability which the invention provides to re-
motely sense and manipulate resistance values —
which, it has been found, can presently be controlled to
within % of 1% — and to zero out errors has proven to
be very beneficial in connection with detector circuitry
as previously indicated. The ability to leave the simu-
lated resistance in line during actual use of the detector
circuit is a very useful feature in detector circuitry.
However, the invention is by no means limited to appli-
cation with detector circuitry. It can be beneficially
used in various types of circuits where a capacity to
change resistance values is necessary or desirable. As
an example, the change in amplifier gains by the manip-
ulation of input resistance values could be readily ac-
commodated through use of the invention. Moreover,
the ability to add negative resistance values to a circuit
which the invention provides will undoubtedly prompt
investigation of its use in the advancement of the state
of the art in many areas.

While the fundamental novel features of the inven-
tion have been shown and described and pointed out as
applied to particular embodiments by way of example,
it will be appreciated by those'skilled in the art that
various omissions, substitutions and changes may be
made within the principle and scope of the invention as
expressed in the appended claims.

What I claim is:

1. A combination of components for simulating the
insertion of selected resistances of either positive or
negative values in an electric circuit comprising:

a. a first amplifier means for providing an output
voltage equal to a constant times a current in said
circuit,

b. a multiplier operatively connected to said first
amplifier for receiving said output therefrom,

¢ means for providing a selected input of a manipu-
lated value into said multiplier as a second input
thereto whereby the output of said multiplier is the
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5
product of said selected input, a constant and said
current, and

d. a second amplifier means, operatively connected
to said multiplier to receive said output therefrom
as a first input and operatively connected to re-
ceive an input representative of the input to said
first amplifier means as a second input, for provid-
ing an output of said combination equal to the
product of a constant, said selected input and said
current. ’

2. The combination of claim 1 wherein said first
amplifier means include an amplifier having a resis-
tance through which said current flows across its two
inputs whereby the input into said first amplifier means
is equal to said current times said resistance.

3. The combination of claim 2 wherein said circuit is
a bridge circuit having a detector in one leg thereof and
said current flows in said leg and through said resis-
tance connected across said amplifier of said first am-
plifier means.

4. The combination of claim 2 wherein:

a. the junctions of said combination with said circuit
are at the first input of said amplifier of said first
amplifier means and the second output of said
second amplifier means, which second amplifier
means is connected in the differentiating mode
and,
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6
b. the second input of the amplifier of said first ampli-
fier means is connected to the first output of said
second amplifier means.

5. The combination of claim 4 wherein said circuit is
a bridge circuit having a detector in one leg thereof and
said current flows in said leg and through said resis-
tance connected across said amplifier of said first am-
plifier means.

6. The combination of claim 1 wherein said selected
input is a discrete value.

7. The combination of claim 6 wherein said selected
input is a digital input converted to analog.

8. The combination of claim 7 wherein said multi-
plier is of the multiplying DAC type.

9. The combination of claim 1 additionally including
means for sensing voltage representative of error in the
circuit across selected points in said combination and
inputting said voltage into said second amplifier means
as an error signal.

10. The combination of claim 9 additionally includ-
ing means for retaining said error signal when said
selected input is zero and inputting said retained signal
into said second amplifier thereby compensating for
said error signal in the electrical output of said combi-

nation.
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